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An Acco/tipt of fome Bookj- 

I. Be MOTIONIBVS A GRAVITATE BEPENDENTIBVS 
Liber Job. Alphonii Borelli, In Academ. Pifana Matheftos Prof efforts : 
Regio Julio, 1670. in 4 0 . 

T He Learned Author of this Book maintains therein, That all 
Bodies Sublunary have Gravity .• that they exercife this in en¬ 
deavors to approach towards the Center of the Earth : that the fu- 
perior Body or the fuperior parts of the fame, Solid or Fiuid, do 
gravitate on the inferior, when at reft : that there is no Pofitive Le¬ 
vity in nature: that Lighter bodies afcend , becaufe thruft out of 
their place by Heavier : that the Air is heavy, Elaftick or Springy, 
and doth thereby perform thofe things that were wont to be afcribed 
to Fuga Vacui } that the fame is capable of very great Expanlion and 
Contradion : that there is not in nature any proper Attradion or 
Sudion ; but things feeming fo to be perform'd are done by the 
Puliion or Trufion of other Bodies : that there is a Nece/fity and a 
great Ufe of Vacuities in nature, notwithftanding the fubtile and all- 
pervading Matter of Des- Cartes ■, with many other things confonant 
hereto. For thefe Alfertions he brings Arguments ^ anfwers Ob. 
jedions and Difficulties, and particularly thofe that are alledged to 
aflert a Vacuum : And from thence folveth a great many Phenomena in 
Nature^ as, about the Torricellian Experiment and others thereunto 
appertaining-, about Siphons, Pumps, Syringes, Cupping- glafles, 
&c. about the Nature of Fluidity ; (where he examins and animad¬ 
verts upon the Cartejian dodrine concerning the fame :) the Afcent 
of water above its Level (in fmall Pipes and otherwife}) and its 
contrading it felf into Globular drops: o/its Expanlion in Freez¬ 
ing, and its Strength thereupon : of the Degrees of Velocity in 
lighter Bodies afeending in Water ^ and of Water running out of 
Tubes or other Veflfels perforated at the bottom : of Fermentations} 
and Diffolving Salts, Mettals, &c. in liquid Menftruuna's: with 
many more, too numerous to repeat here. 

II. Differtationes duae Medic* de VENENO PESTILENT1: Stu. 
die Caroli de la Font, M. D. & in Acad. Avenitn. Prof primar . 
Amftelodami , in iz*. 

*f N the former of thefe two Differtations the Author treateth of the 
J Nature and Caufes of the Plague, without any recourfe to Occult 
Qualities, or the Influence of tne Stars-, deducing the Peftilential 
Yenora from the Air infeded and corrupted chiefly by Arfenical 
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Exhalation*, cither breathed in at the Mouth or Nofc, and fo affect¬ 
ing the Lungs and Brain, or piercing through the Skin into theo- 
ther parts of the Body, and there working, not by Coagulation (as 
Dr. Willis would have it, on whom the Author animadverts, though 
very civilly,) but by Corrojion t which, in his opinion , depends not 
from Heat or any other of the four Firft Qualities, celebrated in the 
Schools, but from a certain Conformation of Salin corroiive par¬ 
ticles,manifcftin Arfenick^by many effe&s, here fpecified, and par¬ 
ticularly thofe, that have been obferved in the Bodies of fuch as dyed 
of the Plague, in which not only the interior membrane of the Sto¬ 
mach, but alfo all the Bowels have been found corroded , black, 
fphacelated and corrupted. Yethedenieth not, but that with this 
Arfenical venom fome other, and efpeciai.'y Ahrcttrial t Vapors may 
concur, which being joyned and fublimed together withotherVo- 
latil particles become highly deftruftive, being taken into fuch Bo¬ 
dies, as were predifpofed, before others, to receive them by their 
depraved conliitution, or by a >too great fulnefs of bloud, orob- 
ftrudions, or perturbations of humors caufed from fancy, fear and 
confternation, &c. 

As for the Spreadingnefs of the Plague, he efteems, and endea¬ 
vors to evince, that it is not fo Contagious as is commonly believed, 
but that, whereas there are ten perhaps that get it by infection 
from others, there are thoufands that are ftruck with it from 
the Air, harbouring the feeds of it in a peftiiential confuta¬ 
tion. 

InitheoUw Differtation the Author delivers the feverat Means of 
Curing the Plagueeither by expelling or difperfmg, or intang, 
ling, or rebating, or fixing, or impeding the penetration of thofe 
Corroiive particles, that invade the Body where he mentions the 
fevcral remedies, by him fudged proper in the faid refpeftive me¬ 
thods; Concluding with a difcourfe about the belt wayes of Prefer- 
vation from the Plague \ of which he prefcribeth principally thcfe 
three, either by Retiring a far off, or by Corre&ing, or by forti¬ 
fying our felves againft the Peftiiential Air j adding his thoughts* 
how the two latter wayes may be beft performed. 


III. TraSlatus tie C O R D E , item de MO TV & COLORE 
S A N C U IN IS, & Cfr/li in eum tranjitu : Cut acceffit Differ - 
tatio de Origine CAT HA R R /. Auth. Richardo Lower , 
M. D. Emtio tertia, & novijfima. Amftelodami 1671. in 8®. 

T TAying already given an Accompt of the principal part of this 
O JreatifeiniW.45. of thefe Trafts when it was printed the 
fitft time j we fhall here only add fomething about the newly an¬ 
nexed 
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nexed Differtitaon of the Origin and Cttrtr of Rkeumei, As to their Ori¬ 
gin, the Learned Author, having declared, with the generality of 
Phylitians, that Rbeumes are bred from the Serous part of the Bloud, 
fevered from it by an impeded Tranfpiration, he undertaker!) to e- 
vince the erroneoufnefs of the Vulgar opinion, deriving all forts of 
Defluxions from the Brain, byfliewing, that, whereas the Authors 
and Teachers of that Tenet do acknowledge, that the Water colle- 
ded in the Ventricles of the Brain deftilleth only through the Os 
Cribri forme into the Nofe, and through the Glanaula pitmtaria into 
the Palat y the Scrufture of thofe parts is fuch, that that can be done 
neither of thefe waycs y which afl'ertion of his is accompanied with 
divers confiderable Obfervations and Experiments; asalfo with an 
Anfwer to thofej that apprehend great danger to the Brain from the 
excrementitious matter gathered therein,if itfhould not be purged 
out from thence by the Eyes, Noftrils, Ears and the Palat, Which 
being difpatched, he proceeds to fuggeftthe wayes of flopping and 
curing Defluxions,by obferving,that,fince the Matter for Rheumcsis 
furniined by the Serum of the Bloud, whatever is able to withdraw 
tha tpabalnm, or to precipitate the ferofity through the Kidneys, or 
to convey it away by liege, or to difpcll it through the pores of the 
Body, isfufficient to perform the cure. 


IV. Francifci de le Boe Sylvii M. D. & Prof. Oratio de AF - 
FECTVS E PIDEM 11 , A. 1669. Leidam depopalantis, 
CAVSIS NATVRALIBVS. Lugduni Batavorum , 
1670. in iz*. 

T His Learned Difcourfe, together with the Firft part of the 
Praxis Medic a Idea Nova, was lately in feveral Copies prefent- 
ed from the Worthy Author, both to hi.s Majefty, and to the Royal 
Society , and particularly to the Noble Prefident and divers Eminent 
Members of the fame for their Examination. And as we gave very 
lately a frelh Accompt (in Numb. 71. ) of the faid Firft part now 
perfetfl , after we had taken fome notice of it formerly, (in Numb. 
40.) whenit was yetincompleatly printed^ fo we cannotomitto 
give here a Breviat of this ingenious Oration. 

In it the Author declareth "and endeavors to prove, that the late 
wafting Difeafe in the City of Leiden is to be imputed to thefe 
concurrent fecond Caufes, viz, The Excefiive Heat, long conti¬ 
nued Calms, want of Rain, and the Vapors of Standing and Mud¬ 
dy waters abounding in that place, together with certain Salin and 
noxious Exhalations of the Earth, by the force of the Sun propelled 
into the Air, and there mingled with the former. From which, be¬ 
ing well conlider’d , he efteems, that all the various and even the 

moft 
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nioft different and grievous Symptoms, that were obferved in the fie k 
people at Leiden may be rationally derived ^ adding thereunto his 
Opinion of the Caufe, why Rich and Delicate perfons werefirftof 
all and fooner attacked and deftroyed by that Difeafe, then thofe of 
the Poorer and Hardier fort of people ; though thefe latter fell in 
greater numbers about the end of this Sicknefs, than the former. 

In the difeourfe about the ill effefts of a tainted Air upon Human 
Bodies, he taketh occafion to infinuate , That as 5 tis difficult to 
prove, fo J tis hard to deny, that fome part of the infpired Air is 
alfo commixed with the Saliva, and being together with other Hu¬ 
mors, falling from the Brain and its Glanduls and the glandulous 
Tunicles, derived to the Mouth and Throat, and fo fwallow’d to¬ 
gether with the fame, caufeth in the Stomach and fmall Guts fome 
alterations in the humors there found or meeting together. But as 
he thinks this not improbable, fohejudgeth, that there are yet re¬ 
quired many accurate Obfervations to clear up and eftablifh fo ob¬ 
scure a Do&rine. 

V, HYPOTHESIS PHYSIC A nova , Jive T H E OR IA 
MOTVS C€> N C RET I,macum THEORIA MOTVS 
ABSTRACT I. Auth. Gothofredo Guilielmo Leibnitio , 

J. V. D. & Confiliario Moguntino. Londini Impenfots Joh. Martyn, 
R. Societatis Typographic ad injigne Campana in Cosmeterio D. Pauli , 
1671, in 12°. 

T He Ingenious Author of this fmall TraA, though by profeflion 
a Civilian, and one of the Privy Counfel of his EleAoral High- 
nefs of Afaintz, and upon that Accompt very much taken up with 
publick affairs, is yet fo much pleafed with the ftudy and fearch of 
Nature, that whatever hours he can redeem from his State-employ¬ 
ment, he fpends in that which he judgeth incumbent upon him as 
Man* I mean the Contemplation of the works of God and Improve¬ 
ment of Natural Philofophy. What he hath therein performed, he 
imparts in this Hypothecs to the Learned world, and dedicateth it to 
the Royal - Society of England, and the Royal Academy of France, defirous 
in his Letters to have their thoughts concerning the fame •, wherein 
he ffiaketh it his bufinefs tofliew, that by the help of it the Caufesof 
mod of the phenomena of Nature may be rendred from onefingleand 
univerfal Motion, fuppos'd in our Globe, neither eroding theO- 
pernican nor Tychonian Hypothefis • the Author having fo managed the 
whole, as that all Sefts may bear, and admit what he here produceth, 
without a prejudice to their own Opinions. 

A Copy of this Traft being Communicated, befides others, to the 
Excellent Dr. Wallis * Fellow of the R.Society, and Savilian ProfeiTor 
of Geometry in the Urtiverfity of Oxford,. with a defire to examine the 

fame,,- 
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fame, and to give his judgment thereof, he was pieafed to make a 
return in Latin, which for want of room here, wc muft refer to ano¬ 
ther opportunity. 

VI. P HILOSOP HV S AVTODWACTV S, exhibits 
in Epifiola , ex Arabica in Larinam Lingoam verfa ab Edvard© 
Pocokio, Oxonii 1671. in 4*. 

TTHis Book being tranflated out of a fair Aralick. Manufcript in the 
- •;: Bodleian Library into Latine by the care of the Learned Dr .Ptcock^ 
and printed in both the Languages together, is a very ingenious 
piece, and,by the tedimony of the skilful, elegant in the Original, 
and an excellent dyle.Thedefign is to ihew, How from the Contem¬ 
plation of things here below, Man by the right ufe of his Reafon may 
raife himfelf unto the knowledge of higher things ^ which is here 
perform'd by a FaignedHiftory of an Infant expofea, he knows not 
how, on an Illand not inhabited * where he was nurfed up by a Gazel 
(or kind of wild Dear) and coming afterwards to years of know¬ 
ledge, did by his fingle Ufe of Reafon and Experience (without any 
human converfe) attain the underdanding, tirft of Common things, 
the neceflaries of human life } how to (hilt among the Beads for his 
food,&c i the ufe of cloaths, of weapons (to keep the beads in order, 
who were before too hard for him •, ) then to the knowledge of Na¬ 
tural things, of Moral, of Divine, &c. And afterwards by an ac¬ 
cidentcoming to know that there were other men in the world be- 
fidehimfelf, and beingremoved out ofhis Ifland to them, and having 
learned the Language, was found to excell their dudied Philofo- 
phers. 

The whole defign handfomely laid, and ingenioufly profecuted. 
The Epidle written by Ah* faafar , contemporaneous to Averrtes , who 
lived about 500 years ago j at which time, it feems, it was already 
known, that the Countries in the Torrid, Zone were habitable, as ap¬ 
pears by the Preface of Dr. Poceck .„ to the Reader. 


ERRATA. 

N®.<58. p.2064. ].% 6 . t.Ckheryfimnp, but alfeLar^-ffur,Borage. N*.70.p.ai34.1.7. 
r. Mufcut for lungusi 
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